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On behalf of the society, welcome to Durham Student Theatre, affectionately 
known as DST. You have joined one of the most active theatre societies in 
the UK. With around 65 shows every year entirely produced by our members, 
there is no shortage of community spirit nor things to do.  
 
This booklet aims to help you in getting to know the society, what we do, 
who to speak to and how to get involved. Our members do everything from 
directing to performing, reviewing to lighting design and back again. Even if 
you’ve joined just to see shows, we will keep you updated on shows and 
opportunities in our weekly email. These are sent every Sunday and keep you 
updated. If you don’t seem to be getting these, please contact the DST 
Secretary (student.theatre@durham.ac.uk).  
 
We hope that your time in DST is a great one, and we hope you can make 
the most of the society with us. If you ever have any concerns or queries 
about the society or our work, then do not hesitate contacting the president 
(dst.president@durham.ac.uk). 

DST exists as a community to create, develop and support 
drama at Durham University. We are unique in that we have our 
own proscenium arch theatre and a variety of quirky venues 
across the historic city of Durham. With over 600 members, DST 
is brimming with creative, likeminded individuals who come 
together to perform a diverse range of shows. Whether 
organising the Freshers’ Play or the celebration of new writing 
that is Durham Drama Festival, DST involves and encourages all 
members to get involved. Whether you want to be onstage, 
backstage, produce, direct, or run your own theatre company, 
DST provides all of these opportunities and more. We support 
our members in what they love doing, and to help them thrive, 
develop, enjoy and, ultimately, make the most of the high-
quality theatre we offer. 
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The DST Executive consists of 10 people voted in each year by members. Each 
person has a unique role in the society.  

President: The President ensures the society runs smoothly and the 
Executive is doing its jobs.  

Secretary: The Secretary looks after the weekly emails and ensures 
minutes in all meetings. They oversee society communication and look after 
the DST Library.  

Treasurer: The Treasurer looks after all of DST’s accounts, and 
arranges the societies finances. 

Technical Manager: The Technical Secretary oversees technical 
training and weekly technical emails 

Public Relations Officer: The PR Officer oversees DST’s publicity, 
branding for all productions and social media 

Festivals Secretary: The Festivals Secretary organises the Durham 
Drama Festival, and helps with other festivals such as Edinburgh Fringe, 
National Student Drama festival and Inter-Uni Festival.  

Workshop Secretary: The workshop secretary creates a series of 
developmental workshops for all members.  

Social Secretary: The Social and Workshops Secretary organises 
socials, including parent schemes and the annual D’Oscars Awards.  

Outreach and Campaigns Officer: engage DST with the wider 
community through the creation of regular and effective campaigns. 

First Night Editor: The First Night Editor arranges for all DST shows to 
be reviewed, posting on the DST website for members and non-members to 
see.  
 

There are also two members of staff, the Theatre Coordinator, a sabbatical 
officer, and Head of Student Theatre who is here permanently. 
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In the last year alone there were over 
900 roles for actors in Durham 
Student Theatre (DST).From plays and 
musicals, to opera and spoken word 
and more, there are plenty of ways to 
get involved as a performer.  

Auditions happen every week with 
absolutely no previous experience 
necessary. Auditions can be 
competitive but don’t let this put you 
off giving it a go!   

 

 

Production teams are put together by 
theatre companies. If you’re a fresher, 
why not try to start with the Freshers’ 
Play? The entire team consists of 
freshers, and the interviews for this take 
place in Week 1 of the first term. 
Contact student.theatre@durham.ac.uk 
for more information.  

If you missed out, there are still ways to 
get involved! Theatre companies use 
our weekly emails to advertise for 
various members of production team.  

The application process is simple: 
sometimes, they include short written 
applications, but nearly always consist 
of informal interviews. 

If you wanted to get experience, 
assisting on a production team is a sure 
way to gain experience. You can learn 
by watching how they run rehearsals, 
organize time and ask any questions 
you have. Opportunities for these are 
also on the weekly email and vary on 
each production. 
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DST has at least 25 theatre companies under its belt every year, although this 
regularly changes. These companies represent a wide variety of theatre. From 
musicals to Greek tragedy, we have it all. For a full and updated list of our 
theatre companies and their work, visit our website. Being on a theatre company 
exec is a fantastic way to shape a company, build your personal business skills 
and develop a long term project.  

If you feel what you want to do is not suitably represented, you are welcome to 
set up your own theatre company under DST. We encourage companies to have 
more of a ‘niche’, to be more unique, so that they can be continue as part of 
DST after students leave. For more information or you wish to ratify a company, 
please contact the DST President, dst.president@durham.ac.uk.  

All theatre companies re-ratify with us yearly. 

 
DST Technical Manager looks after all those in interested in rigging lights, building 
sets or designing costumes. Technicians in Durham are treated to a fully equipped 
theatre, The Assembly Rooms, as well as many great locations around Durham. 
They are encouraged to experiment with new ideas in design, and are also trained 
on the Health and Safety required. 
All DST Technicians must be Tech Trained. This training introduces them to Health 
and Safety and how to use our technical equipment. These courses take place 
termly. However, by contacting the DST Technical Secretary, you may be able to 
arrange a separate course at a time good for you.  
DST operates The Module. This is a collection of technical equipment which can be 
hired to anyone in the university, with reduced rates for DST members. A full list of 
equipment and prices can be seen on the DST website.  

DST has an expansive collections of props and costumes which may be borrowed 
free of charge for and DST production. Please contact the Hires Coordinator for 
more information. However, we will now be taking a deposit in the form of either a 
cheque or cash. 

At Durham Student Theatre we are extremely passionate about new writing. Lots of 
our theatre companies support and put on new writing in the form of new writing 
showcases, scratch nights and full length original plays, musicals, and adaptations. 
As a member of DST we will let you know about all new writing opportunities within 
DST.  
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The social highlight of the DST year is the D’Oscars. DST’s 
very own award ceremony, celebrating the best shows of 
the year. It is a black-tie meal celebrating the end of a 

great year of theatre with everyone in the society! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer workshops on everything, from drama school auditions, to creating 
certain technical effects. It’s a broad spectrum, but it’s all here for you. In our 
very own theatre or in smaller classrooms. When workshops are available, we 
will inform you, then share when sign-ups will be available. Get there while 
you can, because sometimes the spots run out fast. If you have some contacts 
you think might be interested in giving a workshop, or there is a particular 
workshop you would like to see, contact the Workshop Secretary. 

Socials! We love socials! Though we understand the massive appeal of cast and 
crew afterparties when a show is over, we are also promoting society-wide 
events. Along with actors, directors, producers and tech, we equally welcome 
playwrights, reviewers or audience members. If you feel like you don’t know 
anyone, that’s okay. We’re a friendly bunch - you will feel like part of the family 
in no time. Keep up with events through Facebook and weekly notices. If you 
have any ideas for socials, contact the Social Secretary.  
As a member of Durham Student Theatre you can also sign up to have parents. 
These are students in older years who will look out for you in the society and 
tend to have similar interests.  
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First Night is Durham Student Theatre’s very own reviewing page. Packed with 
fantastic, up-to-the-minute reviews of productions across Durham. We are exactly 
what we say - we aim to review every DST show on its opening night, and these are 
then posted on the DST website. Experience is not necessary and this is a great way 
to get involved. The only thing we look for is passion in drama. The reviewing 
system is a great resource for audiences and production teams alike.  

If you’re interested in reviewing for DST, contact the First Night Editor to get 
involved. We will then send you a reviewing guide on format and reviewing style 
(which is, in most parts, what works for you), and we ask you to be objective. 

Durham Drama Festival is a showcase of the best of drama in Durham: it is 
completely written, produced, designed and performed by members of DST. Taking 

place in February, DDF is a key event in the student theatre calendar, celebrating 
the wealth of creative talent among our members. The festival comprises four days 

of performances, workshops and socials. We invite a judging panel consisting of 
high-profile industry professionals to attend each performance, give feedback, and 

present awards at the D’Oliviers ceremony. 

It takes many talented and hardworking people to make a successful festival! Why 

not take up a role on the exec or else enter a play?  

The Assembly Rooms Theatre is an historic 200-seat proscenium arch theatre. It is 
programmed by the DST committee each term and outside term time is a 
professional touring venue.   

We open up slot applications each term to theatre companies who submit shows to 
us. Along with preferred dates, cast sizes and ticket prices, we ask to see why you 
want to put on that show, your creative vision and proof of availability of rights. 



 

We give you three easy ways to order: 

Visit us on the Web 

Fill out the order form and mail it to us 

Call us 

A Durham Student Organisation 
Managed by Experience Durham 

The Assembly Rooms, 40 North Bailey, Durham, DH1 4ET 
www.durhamstudenttheatre.org 

Questions? 
student.theatre@durham.ac.uk 

http://www.durhamstudenttheatre.org/
mailto:student.theatre@durham.ac.uk

